[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Trash 2 Treasure 

Students will explore the options for creative waste utilization and discover how their trash can be turned into treasure. Students will then create something useful out of something that would usually be thrown away.
Time required: Two class blocks with Beyond Recycling Educator (intro day + showcase day), and additional time for building. The most successful classes in the past have done the building entirely as a homework project, involving parents, but building can also occur over 2-3 in class blocks if the teacher wants to dedicate class time to this. 
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Lesson #1: Inspiration [60 min.]
1. Present the slideshow, interspersed with the inspiring videos on the website (Izhar’s Cardboard Bike, Little Boxes, LandfillHarmonic)
a. Optional: At slide #18 (What can you do with cardboard) you can give a 15 minute group challenge.  Each group gets one tin can and is challenged to make something useful or beautiful or fun with it and other bits of recycling they come across.  
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2. [bookmark: _1nz19jd5x6m1]After the slides, explain that each student is challenged to come up with a treasure, to be shared in class. Students are to create something useful out of something that would usually be thrown away. 
a. If you have a supportive teacher and classroom culture, assign this as a homework project they are to work on with their parents. Use as much trash and recycling as they can (though glue and tape is allowed). 
b. If you need to do the building in class, leave time between the first lesson and the building days, so students can plan their project and bring in their needed supplies. 

3. Review the guidelines, timeline and marking criteria for this project.  Share suggestions for time management and project planning tips.

4. A 2-week time period for project completion is the minimum suggested timeline.  Review the timeline with students, and discuss steps on how to plan the project (e.g. collect supplies, sketch plan, test build, adjust plan, complete build, finishing touches, write description)

[bookmark: _y8d7a4t58wlh]Extensions
· Use this project as an Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies project.
· Tie in with cleaning up the schoolyard or a nearby stream.  Any treasure found could be used in the artwork (after a thorough cleaning, of course).
· Display at community Earth Day celebrations (or select projects at the local library).
· Have a volunteer to come in to photograph the students and their projects.  They could pretend to be from the newspaper OR you could actually invite the local newspaper to attend.
· Teachers could have students use the marking criteria as a self-evaluation.
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Lesson #2: Showcase [75 min.]
Students showcase their work. You can do this in any way that works for you and the teacher. Below are two options that have been successful in the past.

Option #1: T2T Museum Showcase
In this option the student T2T projects are showcased in the classroom and students view what their classmates have created in a museum setting. 

What’s Required
· Museum Curator Costume (trench coat, glasses, scarf from BR Prop kit)
· Classical music CD 
· Reusable plastic wine glasses, containers of juice
· Student comment worksheet

1. Give students time to display their projects on their desk or around their classroom.  Have their desks cleared off of everything else except their project, description, a pencil and their comment sheet. Keep what is happening a surprise. (5 min)

2. Have the teacher take the students outside to run around and expend some energy, as you set up the museum.  Play the classical music, pour juice into the wine glasses and get into your Museum Curator costume. (10 min)

3. Invite the students back to the classroom to join you for this special museum exhibit. 
“I understand your group has a reservation for a private viewing of the Trash2Treasure exhibit.  We are happy to accommodate you.  This very special exhibit has been touring schools to inspire students to look at their trash in a different way.  This collection is from very talented artists that have come together to take what is normally thrown in the garbage and turn it into treasure.  It is truly amazing! As you view this incredibly inspiring collection I would ask you to take the time to read the artist’s description of their piece and then leave a comment with your name beside it (more than one word please).  As this is a museum, we would appreciate your respect and silence during the viewing, as it is most effective to view these magnificent works of art without distraction. If you do need to speak, please only speak in a whisper.” (5 min)
4. After your speech, allow students to enter the classroom.  As they enter, offer them a beverage to enjoy as they view the exhibit.  Encourage students to take the time to read the descriptions and comment as they move through the classroom. It may be necessary to occasionally remind them to keep their voices down.  (15 min)

5. After most students have seen all the projects, ask them to find their seats and let them know we will now have the opportunity to get an inside glimpse into the minds of some of this exhibit’s inspiring artists.  Ask students to come up and talk briefly about their project.  Write on the board the following questions that they may speak to: What inspired you? What were some of the challenges in creating your project? Why are you concerned about the waste we produce? (25 min)

Option #2: T2T Exhibition
In this option, students showcase their T2T projects in a larger space (like the gym or library) and invite other classes to come and view their projects. 

1.    Plan with teachers around the date and time that the event will take place.  If you are teaching 2 BR classes, this is a great way to combine both classes in one event. Communicate with the touring classrooms a staggered time to make best use of everyone's time.
 
2.    Think about the flow of how people will move throughout the space so all the projects will be seen.  Sometimes placing arrows or showing a map for teachers that come to tour the projects can help them understand how to move through the area.
 
3.    Schedule time to set up the space.  This can all take place within the 75-min BR lesson if you can come early to set up and/or a few students can help set up tables.

5. Schedule time for students to set up their projects before the rest of the school is allowed to come in and tour the projects. If you have 2 classes participating in this event, then have students alternate their projects.  Once set up, give students time to do a quick tour to see all the projects.  Give students an overview of what will happen.

6. Have students sit near their projects so that they can answer questions as classes come through. As other classes enter, watch to ensure that everything flows as it should. Encourage students to continue moving if there are too many in one area, or ask teachers to wait before they come in.

7. Watch the time to close the doors so no more people enter.  Have students take their projects back to their classroom and take down the tables. 
 
Sample schedule (75min + 10min set up):
· 10 min set up tables
· 10 min set up projects
· 5 min classes tour
· 50 min open to other classrooms to tour
· 10 min take down
